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Welcome to the 2018 BLA Member Reception and Annual Meeting.  We very much 
appreciate your participation in this important event and what a wonderful place to 
gather where we can see our lakes everywhere we look.  

The mission of the BLA is to “protect and improve the watershed of Great Pond and 
Long Pond through preservation, education and action.”  To that end, today’s meeting 
will focus on three major areas-Loons, Milfoil and Water Quality-and the steps we are 
taking to preserve it. 

On behalf of the BLA Board of Directors I want to thank you for your membership, 
your generous financial support and your good stewardship of our lakes.  Have a 
wonderful meeting and please don’t hesitate to contact any of your board members 
with your ideas, concerns and suggestions for how we can better serve you and care for 
our lakes. 

Carol Johnson 
  President 

AGENDA 

                  3:45 PM-4:30 PM-Registration and a chance to visit 
 

              4:30 PM-Welcome and Loon Preservation Project- Lee Attix 
 
              4:50 PM-Business Meeting 
                             Recognition 
                             Board of Directors Election 

                     President’s Award 
 

              5:05 PM-Milfoil Update-Sharon Mann 
 
              5:20 PM-Water Quality 
                              Great Pond Survey-Jen Jespersen 
                              Research Update-Danielle Wain, PhD 
 
              6:00 PM-Closing. Now go enjoy your lake! 
            

 
        



  



 

Today’s Presenters 

Lee Attix - is the Director of Loon Conservation Associates (LCA). Lee has devoted over 20+ years to 
loon research and conservation, leading and participating in many projects in Maine, New Hampshire, 
Massachusetts, the mid-Atlantic, and even Canada. As Director of LCA, Lee is focused on 
collaborating with lake associations to help them better understand the status of their current loon 
population, and implement beneficial conservation measures as appropriate. Lee is currently working 
with the Kezar Lake Watershed Association, the Little Sebago Lake Association, the Belgrade Lakes 
Association, the Watchic Lake Association, the Somes Meynell Wildlife Sanctuary and several others. 

Sharon Mann, Milfoil Removal Manager - Sharon has a background in ecosystem community 
interactions and microbiology. She holds a bachelor’s degree in Biology from the University of 
Southern Maine where she managed the microbiology laboratory and taught college level microbiology 
laboratory classes. Before earning her degree, Sharon had a variety of jobs including; deckhand in 
Alaska, sous chef, and laboratory assistant. Her eclectic resume and strong background in biology is 
reflected in her management style of the milfoil removal crew. Sharon is currently working towards a 
Master's degree in Biology. Her thesis will investigate the effects of climate change on the reproductive 
strategies of variable milfoil and other invasive aquatic plants.  

Jennifer Jespersen-Owner of Ecological Instincts - Jen is an ecologist and water resource specialist 
with 20 years of experience in the environmental field. Her experiences include working with 
municipalities, lake associations, Conservation Districts, and state and federal agencies to assess 
impacts to water quality, and to develop high-quality planning documents that help move restoration 
projects forward. Jen is a detail-oriented project manager, field scientist and watershed planner with 
expertise in leading and conducting complex watershed planning projects in Maine and throughout 
New England.  

Dr. Danielle Wain, Lake Science Director - Before coming to Maine, she was most recently a 
Lecturer (Assistant Professor) in Water Quality Engineering with the Department of Architecture and 
Civil Engineering at the University of Bath (UK). Danielle graduated with a BS in Civil Engineering 
from Cornell University after which she spent two years in the US Peace Corps building rural water 
systems in the Dominican Republic. Upon return, she worked for a year as an engineer in 
environmental consulting until pursuing an MS degree in Civil Engineering from the University of 
Illinois, followed by a PhD in Civil Engineering from Iowa State University. Danielle spent two years 
as a research associate in the Ocean Physics Department at the Applied Physics Laboratory at the 
University of Washington, then received a postdoctoral fellowship from the Changing Earth Science 
Network of the European Space Agency at the AirSea Laboratory at the National University of Ireland, 
Galway. Danielle joined the University of Bath in 2013, where her research was sponsored by the UK 
Royal Society and the European Commission Marie Curie program to investigate turbulence-plankton 
interactions in stratified lakes, and the UK Natural Environment Research Council to work with the 
water industry on the impact of reservoir hydrodynamics on water quality. She joined the 7 Lakes 
Alliance in September 2018 and is bringing over a decade of aquatic research experience to the 
organization to help ensure the future of the Belgrade Lakes. 

The Belgrade Lakes Association will continue to operate as a separate member-based non-profit lake 
association, just as we have for the last 111 years. Our mission will not change. We will protect our 
loons and continue our work to improve the watershed of Great Pond and Long Pond. At the same time 
we will support, work closely with and do everything we can to help the 7 Lakes Alliance achieve its 
mission-as it is the same as ours. We all want clean lakes for the generations to come. If you have 
questions, please contact me at 603-828-1252. 
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